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October 2022

Dear Burlington Township High School Families,

This year BTHS students will take district-developed, standards-based assessments in many HS
English and HS Math classes via edConnect (electronically). These “course-common” assessments
ensure that all students enrolled in a course take the same assessment at the same time of year.  Our
district has administered this type of test at Fountain Woods and Middle School for several years, so
most high school students have already seen this structure. These tests mirror the state test format
and rigor, but assess the specific skills our students were taught over a given number of weeks.

As you and your HS student review their test grades you may note that your student’s test grade on this
course-common assessment is lower than the classwork, quiz, and test/project scores attained on other
assessments. The other work is purposely designed for students to demonstrate mastery of
application of similar skills but may not require students to analyze and evaluate information before
applying learning. The course common assessment requires this higher level of thinking as outlined in
the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English and Mathematics. Scores on the
course-common standards based assessments reflect students' current mastery at that rigorous level.

HS students will continue to take course-common and teacher-level assessments in English and Math
courses. We will report course common assessment grades without a curve. When we look at a
student's overall grades, we have a good picture of how the student is doing, knowing that performance
on the course common assessment shows how the student performs when working with complex work.
A student's overall grade will, of course, include other factors such as classwork, homework,quizzes
and (other) tests and projects.

English and Math teachers meet regularly with their content administrators to discuss curricula and
these assessments. They work to include other assessment measures to ensure students can
demonstrate mastery and understanding in multiple ways. We conduct item analyses on the course
common assessments to determine if particular questions are posing challenges to a large number of
students and need to be reworded, or even curved/not counted, if appropriate.

If you have questions or concerns about your students’ performance on a specific assessment please
contact your child’s teacher directly.  If you would like to learn more about course common
assessments, please contact Dianna DeFiore (ddefiore@ burltwpsch.org) or me. We look forward to
working in partnership with you and your child to promote “All Students Achieving”.

Sincerely,
Ann M. Britt
Assistant Superintendent
abritt@burltwpsch.org

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/ela/Index.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/math/Index.shtml
mailto:ddefiore@burltwpsch.org

